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	hutchie's aomc delegates

report to

the classic and historic

automobile club of australia

(other clubs are welcome to use this report).
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25-2-08  Held at RACV Building Bourke St. Melbourne.

Compiled by Graham Hutchinson (CHACA) Classic & Historic Auto Club of Australia.

Hutchie's comments as usual in italics.


You will notice in top RH corner that "Hutchie's Hupp" is now featured. Thanks to our Secretary Mary Anne for this, and thanks to Ray Nichol for allowing me to use the picture of his Hupmobile in recent headings.


Before starting the report, I would like to draw attention to several articles in the AOMC Newsletter, which Delegates should bring to the attention of their club members. Print these, but please acknowledge.

1.   Page 16/ 17 regarding external rear tail light switch which was mandatory up to mid 1950's.

2.   Page 19 "National Motoring Heritage Day". Please urge your club to have something arranged to showcase your cars to the general public. "Be there". 

3.   Page 10 gives a warning about some cheap but  dangerously inferior tyres.

4.   Page 11/12 gives details of RACV "Fly The Flag" tour of the Western Districts. The organizers are hoping to have spectators with their cars at the various country locations. It starts on 5th. April at the Fox Classic Car Collection, in Batman Drive, Docklands.   "Be there"
5.   Brochures were included.------ 
Site plans for these days are on AOMC Web site www.aomc.asn.au

    (a) This Sunday 2nd. March RACV Classic Showcase, (British & European). At Flemington Racecourse. 

(b) Sunday 6th. April, Shannons American Motor Show, also at Flemington.

Delegates Meeting was opened by President Mr. Rod Adler, (Vintage Drivers Club), with thanks to RACV for use of the facilities. Rod introduced the two guest speakers who were to inform us about the Peter Brock Foundation.  The main contributor was Peter Brock's brother, Lewis Brock, assisted with comments from Ian Smith. 


Lewis started with the early days, when there was no money for elaborate mechanical devices, so everything had to be made from scrap, or anything available. Their Father was a talented "bush mechanic", who grew up in the depression times. They were always able to make whatever was required. Mr. Brock went through the early history starting with the Austin 7, then the A30 with the HR Holden motor, followed by Toranas and Holdens. He also spoke of the fiercely competitive spirit of their Mother, which Peter had inherited from her. 


Both Lewis and Ian Smith remarked on the frenetic pace set by Peter Brock in everything he did. From his 1975 tours of schools on behalf of the Government to encourage road safety in the young, to charity work with all sorts of disadvantaged groups and individuals. They only found out about most of this on going through Peter's diaries.

Lewis mentioned the 1984 health problems suffered by Peter due to his working with the high octane fuels and fiberglass car bodies etc. They gave examples of the many charities and individuals who had been helped by Peter, and that they were trying to continue to assist through the Peter Brock Foundation.  


Following thanks to the two guests, the Delegates Meeting continued. President Rod Adler stated that in the absence of Treasurer Peter Richards, who was interstate, he asked Iain Ross (Bristol Owners Club), to read the Treasurers report. Following the list of figures, Ian indicated that AOMC finances were in a healthy state, and that now thanks to the work of Bookkeeper Mrs. Pam Hill (Veteran Car Club), our taxation paperwork was totally up to date, and all finances were now in order.


However Iain reminded Delegates that the AOMC relied heavily on the revenue from the two Motoring Shows and urged them to make every effort to get their club members to attend. Apparently Iain made a request for Delegates to assist this coming Saturday 1st. March to set up at Flemington, for the Sunday show. Your Scribe did not hear this request, since he asked if help was required, and was told to listen properly in future. How embarrassing. But please just "Be there".


Brian Kelly, RACV Liaison Officer was asked to give a report on RACV activities. He thanked all those who supported the recent Great Australian Rally at Mornington, where $45,000 was raised for the RACV Foundation to be able to support the Peter MacCallum Cancer Center. He especially thanked the people from the All British Club who were involved in this event. Brian also remarked on the success of the inaugural City to Cape Rally. 


The next event will be the RACV Motoring Show next Sunday, (mentioned above). Followed by forthcoming "Fly The Flag" rally (also see above), 5th. to 11th. April around the Western District with 200 cars taking part.


Mr. Kelly reminded Delegates about the Brock's  Great Uncle Henry James spoken about by Lewis Brock earlier. This gentleman was one of the foundation members of what today is the RACV. He was one of the people who took part in the 1903 run to Tooradin, which was to develop into a motoring club. This club evolved into the RACV.


Rod Amos (Vintage Sports Car Club), was asked to report on any progress with VicRoads on the CPS Log Books. There appears to be little further advancement from the report given at our November meeting. Rod remarked that there were so many staff changes at VicRoads, that there are very few of the original people left who were involved in the earlier proposals. We still have the old system, so this explains the apathy of VicRoads



Rod said that while this is frustrating, there appears to be little which can be done to speed things up. What we must avoid is for the new ones wanting to throw it all out and start again. That would be a disaster, especially since we have been able to have many sensible amendments made to the very first draft. 


The only hope I see is for the police to get cross with VicRoads, and start putting pressure on them. Even this has some danger attached to it for us. We don’t want to see the baby thrown out with the bath water.


Philip Johnstone (Triumph Sports Owners Association) reported that engine number record requests were coming in and being dealt with. Philip suggested that people seek this information early, and not leave it until they were about to approach VicRoads for registration following restoration. It appears that being armed with previous records does help.   The request form is always in the back of the AOMC Newsletter.


Phillip also raised a proposal which may be of help to all clubs. That is to produce a booklet "Club Library of Tours".  For this to be successful, many clubs would have to contribute information on runs they had done. There was interest from Delegates, and Phillip is to develop a form so that clubs can insert relevant information. More with May Newsletter.


Paul Vellacott (Australian Lancia Register) reported on the 2008 AOMC Seminar. 25th. July This year it is to be a series of talks on Technical Restoration. Paul is to contact the VACC, and he is seeking suggestions on who could contribute. Paul is looking to concentrate on engine & mechanical matters this year. If you would like to do a session yourself, or know a suitable person, please phone Paul  9690-0258  More details in May Newsletter.

GENERAL BUSINESS


Philip Johnstone raised the question of the Robert Shannon Grants through AHMF (Aust. Historic Motor Federation). This is a means of young people gaining a grant in order to assist them with a motoring restoration. There were several grants made last year to interstate projects. The ones from Victoria were not presented in a satisfactory way, so were not successful. It was suggested that advice be sought from the AOMC this year, to see the form of the request for a grant contains the information required. If you have a young person known to your club, put in a submission. The final draft to be in by 10th. June.


A delegate requested information relating to legal and insurance matters with their club having branches in other States. It was suggested that legal advice be sought. Brian Kelly suggested that the RACV Legal people should be approached. It was also suggested that several of the large clubs were set up as a "Company Limited by Guarantee"

A Delegate spoke about copies of the new Constitution being mailed to all clubs. He suggested that it was important for all Delegates to have a copy. Graeme Jones, Office Administration, (Ford Fairlane Club), indicated that there were copies of the Constitution available on the table.


There were two other matters which have just come to my mind, relating to Graeme Jones. 
1.   Graeme mentioned that there were 25 clubs which were to get letters this week, as they had not yet paid their membership fees.

2.   Minutes were now being taken for him at all meetings by Mrs. Heather Slater. I believe Heather has had a car club background with hot rods, so is familiar with the general jargon associated with our associated clubs. Welcome Heather.


That is 2 pages, which  "is your lot" for this Quarter. You will just have to wait for the official Minutes for the rest. Meeting closed 9-40 PM. More tea & bickies compliments of RACV.   Next Delegates Meeting 26th. May. 
