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AOMC Delegates Meeting - August 2006

28-8-06 Held at the new RACV Club Bourke St Melbourne.

Compiled by Graham Hutchinson (CHACA) Classic & Historic Auto Club of Australia.

My latest new letterhead. My thanks to our club Secretary/Webmaster, Mary Anne Irvine, who created this one for me, and to Ray Nichol for permission to use the photo of his Hupmobile. The CHACA wheel is prominent, while the AOMC wheel is only just visible in the centre. Hope you all like it as much as I do. 


For the benefit of those other people and clubs who get this report, I suggest you have a look at more of Mary Anne's work on the CHACA Website at www.chaca.com.au it is quite outstanding, with the 360 degree turning of the wheel, and constant changes to club car pictures. How they do these things is a mystery to me. 


President Peter Richards (Mustang Owners Club) opened the meeting just after 8pm, following some difficulty with the microphone. (Our leader sometimes has the same difficulties with electronic devices as does your scribe). Peter welcomed Delegates to the meeting and explained that the main business of the evening was to report on progress in discussions with VicRoads on the proposed changes to the Club Permit Scheme (CPS).


Mr. Richards then proceeded with the usual preliminaries of apologies and calling for new Delegates and new Clubs to introduce themselves, and accepting the Minutes of previous meeting. 


Secretary Iain Ross (Bristol Owners Club) then read through the summary of inward and outward correspondence which had been circulated prior to the meeting. (One of the new Delegates later remarked that if one of the suggestions from Steven Bowman who was our main Guest Speaker at the recent AOMC Seminar, were followed, reading from a list previously circulated, was typical of a formality which could be avoided to make club meetings more interesting). Perhaps in future this could be replaced by an invitation to Delegates to ask Iain to elaborate on any of the listed items. (My comments as usual in italic.) 


Treasurer Mrs. Pam Hill (Veteran Car Club) gave a detailed financial report. Full details will appear in the official Minutes in the AOMC Newsletter due out about two weeks prior to the next Delegates meeting in November.


President Peter then suspended standing orders to introduce Committee Member Mr. Rod Amos (Vintage Sports Car Club), who is Convener of the Sub Committee of AOMC group who are dealing with responses from clubs and individual members,  and then reporting back to the full AOMC Committee, on proposals to be put to VicRoads. 


Rod went on to give a detailed report on progress so far. He indicated that there had been a very good response from member clubs, with 60 written submissions, of which there was only 1 club which had said no to everything, and 1 club whose response they were unable to determine either way. (these 2 clubs were not named) All the other clubs were basically in favour of the proposed changes, but with some reservations about minor points which may cause a problem to their individual club.


Mr. Amos put on a "Magic Lantern" show to illustrate the AOMC response to each main heading. I will try to list these from my notes.----

Plates. The new system is already in place, with the running out of the CH series numbers. They have been issuing the new ones for some months. Not sure if VicRoads issued 00001H, they may be hanging on to that one to sell later when a system is devised to sell special numbers. They have stated that to be their intention. There would be some of the CH plates on self retention, and perhaps others passed in and available for re-issue. If interested, you would have to follow it up yourself.


Rod Amos stated that VicRoads  have decided that $27-20 is to be charged for plates in future, as they should have been charging this all along. He thinks we have already lost this one. In addition, those few clubs who require slim line plates will have to pay an additional $10 for these. Trying to separate any Government Department from a fee they can legally charge, is a forlorn hope. 


Rod did say both AOMC & VicRoads were looking at the matter of collectable plates, but that AOMC were keen to avoid any system which would lead to trading in plates.

Log Books. 95% of replies were in favour of the introduction of the log book idea, with minor changes suggested by some. In particular regarding the limited use of veteran cars. A suggestion for a 45 day book being available is to be proposed by  the AOMC. As Rod said, it was the Vets. who got the CPS started way back in 1959.


Rod explained the difficulties in the suggested procedure for issuing the log book, getting the nominated club input and verification, and then payment and verification by VicRoads.

One Delegate could see problems with delays in obtaining the log book in time, given that their club does their own inspections prior to approval.











 In answer to my question as to why the AOMC original proposal to produce the books and sell them to clubs as is done now with the CPS booklets, Iain Ross explained that in the earlier conference with VicRoads, it was not favoured by the rep. from the Federation, and because consensus was sought, VicRoads had to come up with an alternative.


One Delegate (who is also a Federation Delegate) reported that Federation Executive were quite cross that so many of their affiliated clubs were in favour of the new system. Could this be a case of the tail wagging the dog? 


Mr. Amos then suggested that the AOMC was not in favour of having to get a roadworthy certificate to go onto club plates from full registration, or indeed the other way round, going back onto full rego. I can't see their thinking on this, and don’t think VicRoads will either. CHACA has always insisted on an initial roadworthy when going onto red plates, to avoid any responsibility falling on the club. It is then up to the owner to see the car is kept roadworthy.


The term Permit Holder is AOMC suggestion as opposed to the term used by VicRoads in their original submission, "Responsible Operator", which is a term used already by them, but in relation to truck regulations. 


Replica Vehicles is a problem for some clubs, but AOMC deferred to The Street Rod Federation and the VicRoads regulations vsi8. in its original response. It has always been left to individual clubs to decide if a vehicle is suitable, but VicRoads would like a definition. I hope this is not going to be the thing which delays the introduction of our new CPS. 


Enforcing the rules, Log Book Replacement. There was very little objection to any of VicRoads original submission on these matters. The 90 days for any purpose appears to give us more generous use of our vehicles. VicRoads has already accepted the short term street parking while shuffling cars as not requiring a log book entry.


I think I got most of what was discussed.


Vice President Philip Johnstone (Triumph Sports Owners Club) as the principal organization of the AOMC Seminar at Veneto Club on 29th July sought feedback on the usefulness of the day. Philip was a little disappointed that there had been only 50 clubs prepared to send an officer. From the show of hands, it appeared that many of those who did attend were indeed AOMC Delegates. (CHACA were there, we had 3 prepared to go). The ones who were there spoke well of the presentation.


Philip also invited enquiry about the engine number records. An application is at the back of the AOMC Newsletter.


RACV & AOMC Motoring Shows at Flemington 2007


British & European Motoring Show    Sunday   4th March


American  Motoring Show

    Sunday    1st  April


President Peter Richards   thanked the RACV for the use of their palatial  club for our meeting tonight. He also reported that he was to be a candidate standing for election to the Board of the RACV. It would be good to have a good and capable motoring enthusiast like Peter on the RACV Board, so get all of your members to vote for him. 


Next Delegates Meeting Monday 27th November at the East Malvern RSL.



















