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John Egglestone stands proudly beside his 1953 Oldsmobile Super 88 Sedan on its inaugural run. 

Full report and pictures of the Yea Pub Run is inside. 

Coming Events 

 

Friday 3rd February  General Meeting at Deepdene Park Hall 8pm. 

 

Sunday 5th February Tri-Club Sports Day, details inside. 

 



CHACA Journal 
Page 2 

 
To bring together persons with a common interest, to encourage the use, maintenance and preservation of 

automobiles built from the 1st January, 1931 up to 25 years old, without prejudice to make, model, method of 

manufacture or country of origin. 

Committee  

Secretary 
Graham Hutchinson  (Nancy)              

ghutchinson1@bigpond.com 

86 Blamey Street, Bentleigh  East, 3165 

Ph: 9570 1011 

President 
Kevin Churchill ( Erica) 28fordor@gmail.com 

132 Jacka Street, Bittern, 3918 

Ph: 5983 8981 Mob: 0412 802 177 

Vice President 
Ray Griffin (Margaret)

raymar77224@bigpond.com 

16 Cassandra Close,  Somerville, 3912 

Ph: 5977 6649 Mob: 0409 216 273 

Treasurer 
Dennis Healy (Esther) estden@bigpond.com 

185 Duncans Lane , Diggers Rest, 3427 

Ph. 9740 1441  Mob. 0411 187 882 

Editor editor@chaca.com.au 

Eddie Reynolds (Gail) 03 9770 1231 

Mob: 0429 142 460 

Publicity Officer  
James & Colleen Allan 

48 Danielle Crescent, Heathmont Vic. 3135 

Ph: 9729 5097 

Technical Officer 
Neville Kunnel  

thomas_neville@yahoo.com.au 

1 Val Court, Dandenong Vic. 3175 

Ph. 03 8743 4547 

Property Officer  
Eddie Reynolds eddier2@optusnet.com.au  

36 Culcairn Drive, Frankston 3199 

Ph: 03 9770 1231 

Special Activities 
Barry & Rosslyn Smith rozbar@bigpond.com 

33 William Street, Mount Waverley 3149 

Ph: 9807 6813 Mob: 0408 440 240 

Activities Officer  
Vacant 

Meetings  
1st Friday of the month (except Good Friday & January) at Deep-

dene Park Hall, Whitehorse Road, Deepdene, Melway Page 48 G-11. 

Tea, coffee and snacks are served at the conclusion of each meeting. 

Visitors and prospective new Members are welcomed. 

Club Newsletter  
The Journal is published monthly. Items for inclusion in the Journal 

must be mailed, emailed or passed on to the Editor at Club Meetings. 

The Committee reserves the right to edit or decline any article 

deemed unsuitable. Photographs submitted for possible publication 

should preferably be glossy 5òx 7ò or 6ò x 4ò prints or high resolu-

tion jpg/bmp images to ensure best reproduction in the Journal. Opin-

ions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the 

Club. 

Journal Closing Dates  
Nominally 2nd. Wednesday each month. Contact the Editor if wor-

ried. 

Journal Nights  
Nominally Thursday before the last Friday of each month 

CHACA Life Members 
Max Austin, Ray Griffin, Margaret Griffin,  

Barry Smith, Jim Kerr, Dale Allen, Bill Kerr, John Hunt,  

Tom Lambert, Roy Pepprell, Eddie Reynolds, Bob Mantle,  

Patricia Wightman, Peter Galley, John Schuurman. 

Deceased: Fred McGeary, Norm Watt, Don Main, Ian Davey 

Eddy Dobbs Snr, Col Patience, Gordon Wightman. 

Website  
The Clubôs website www.chaca.com.au is updated regularly and fea-

tures Club History, Club Promotions, an Events Calendar, a full Jour-

nal for downloading and many photographs of Club Events. 

Archivist and Historian -  
Margaret Griffin - 5977 6649 

Webmaster  
editor@chaca.com.au 

Journal Layout Editor  
Janelle Thomas 

76 Monique Drive Langwarrin 3910 PH: 9776 5370 

janellet@tpg.com.au 

editor@chaca.com.au 

All Makes Swap Meet Director  
Ian Hanks 

4 Mussert Avenue Dingley Village 3172 PH:9551 3447 

ijhanks@optusnet.com.au 

Library Custodian  
Eric & Pam Chaplin 

105 Manestar Road, Upper Beaconsfield 3808 

Ph/fax: 03 5944 3312 

Membership  
Max Austin  

82 Price Avenue, Mt. Waverley 3149 

Ph/fax: 03 9802 6824  

Notice To All Reciprocating 

Clubs 

Please address your magazines to  

The Secretary 

LPO Box 193 

Kerrimuir Vic 3129  
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Gentlemen please bring a plate 

of food for the general meetings. 
Editorial  

Club Permit Scheme  
FOR RENEWAL of your Vic Roads Permit: 

Send to Neville Kunnel with a self-addressed stamped en-

velope. Neville will return it to you for you to pay at your 

nearest Vic Roads Office. You can also see Neville at 

meetings and on runs. 

FOR New Applications: Contact Neville Kunnel 

1 Val Court, Dandenong, Vic, 3175 

Email......thomas_neville@yahoo.com.au 

PHONE: 03  8743 4547 MOB: 0425 823 352 

VicRoads queries Ph: 9854 2432 

60 Denmark Street Kew Vic 3010   

   Victorian Club Permit Scheme Procedure. 
  

1. 1. Obtain Club Permit Application form from any 

VicRoads Office. 

2. 2. Obtain Roadworthy Certificate for vehicle to 

be covered. 

3. 3. Forward both to Club Technical Officer for 

signing and verifying your membership status plus 

CHACA FORMS  CP2 and CP3 for Club Records.  

 Enclose self addressed, stamped envelope for  

 immediate return to:  

 Technical Officer-Neville Kunnel, 

     1 Val Court, Dandenong Vic. 

                         3175.                                 

4. 4. When returned to you lodge your signed             

Application form plus fee and current Roadworthy  

 Certificate with VicRoads. 

5. Plates will then be issued. 

6. Advise Technical Officer of your plate number as 

 soon as received, for recording in register.  

            Neville Kunnelð8743 4547 

Any VicRoads papers requiring authorising signature or 

Renewals are to be forwarded to Technical Officer as 

above. 
VicRoads queries 9854 2432 

60 Denmark Street, Kew 3010.      
  

Please note:-  

 The Club will have the new CPS Handbook for 

sale to members. You should have this book with you at 

all times when driving your Permit vehicle. 

The price will be determined when stocks arrive. 

It can be purchased at Club meetings/runs or through 

Neville. 

To Change from a 90 day permit to a 45 day permit. 

 

If you try to get it changed when you go in to renew your 

registration, you will have to pay for the 90 day permit and 

wait for VicRoads to amend it and refund the balance. This 

may not happen.  

Instead, take or send your existing 90 day permit to Vic 

Roads with an accompanying letter stating your inten-

tion before the renewal date. 

CPS Handbook 
 

The CPS handbook is available from Neville Kunnel 

or Eddie Reynolds at meetings or Club runs. 

The price is $5.00 in person or $6.00 posted 

Been on holidays, no comment. Happy New Year.  

 

CHACA Membership Details. 

 

Contact Max Austin. 82 Price Avenue Mt. Waverley Vic. 3149. 

Joint Membership ï Husband/Wife, partner etc.. 

Country Member  ï Residing outside of Capital Telephone District Zone. 

Concession Rate ï Junior (under 18 years) or Full Time Student or Full Rate Pensioner Members. 

Renewals ï If joined Nov-June, must renew when due on November 1st. If joined July-Oct. Membership will carry through 

to renewal date in following year. 

 

Category Joining Fee Annual Subscription Total 

Full Member  $25.00 $45.00 $70.00 

Concession Rate $25.00 $39.00 $64.00 

Joint Membership $25.00 $50.00 $75.00 

Concession Joint $25.00 $43.00 $68.00 

Country Member  $25.00 $40.00 $65.00 

Concession Country $25.00 $35.00 $60.00 

Joint Country $25.00 $45.00 $70.00 

Concession Joint $25.00 $39.00 $64.00 

mailto:Email......thomasnevill@yahoo.com.au
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 Tri Club Sports Day, Sunday Feb.5th from 11.00am 
 

VCCA Clubrooms, Wakefields Grove, Camberwell.  

Melways Ref. Map 60  F4. 

BYO Lunch & Drinks.  

Uniform required. Men: Shirt, shorts & runners. 

Ladies: Short shorts, tight Tee shirt & runners. 
 

Also required: a sense of humour & camaraderie. 

Sports will commence at 1pm sharp under the direction of  well known VCCA member 

ñKiller ñ Coillet (well known for the smoking Indian, that is). 

We are also hoping to secure the services of  world acclaimed Timers & Scorers,  

Frank & Jean Pound.. 

Our new club rooms should be available for use in 

the unlikely event of inclement weather. 

Please come along & enjoy yourselves. 

TO  ALL   NEW    CLASSIC & HISTORIC AUTOMOBILE CLUB OF AUSTRALIA MEMBERS.  
This is a message from Ian Hanks, the clubs Director in ALL MAKES SWAP MEET, this is a company made up of five 

car club groups CHACA, VINTAGE, CHRYSLER, CHEV. and AOMC,( which is an organization covering most of the 

car clubs in Victoria.) The purpose of this Company is to run SWAP MEETS and CAR displays and make money to dis-

tribute to our five organizations at the end of the year, unfortunately the last few years have not been kind to us due to 

high rents and wet weather so therefore no dividend. As part of our regrouping, we are now going to pay our Clubs a small 

dividend after every meeting, which at the moment is four meetings a year, and hopefully add one or two later on. As part 

of this deal each club is required to supply at least three volunteers a meeting.      

Now this is why this comment is directed to NEW MEMBERS we need new faces as well as new cars at these events. 

You have the new faces, you have the new Club cars and you have joined this Club to show your Pride and Joy. 

I am looking for volunteers, at least three an event. If you volunteer you get your car in for nothing and you get to park 

your car on display where it looks best and when you have finished helping, which is when most cars are in, you can enjoy 

the day with everybody else. 

If you are interested contact me via email ijhanks@optusnet.com.au 9551-3447 or 0408 390 542. Please consider this as 

we need to see you and your car and family at not only these events but also at our Club runs where possible. 

Hoping to hear from you, Ian Hanks, ALL MAKES SWAPMEET.  

REMINDER: - 

 Membership renewals. 
Members please note.  Renewals are due and payable for 2011/12 and must be paid by Monday 27th February 2012 

or those outstanding will be deleted from the Club register. 

If you joined after July 2011 your membership will continue up to November 2012. 

This will be the last magazine received by unfinancial members. 

Unfinancial members who have their ñpermit  vehicleò/s registered with Vic Roads through CHACA cannot legally 

drive these vehicles even though the vehicleôs registration may still be current. The permit is automatically cancelled 

by VicRoads. 
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King Lake Market, Sunday March 25th 
 

Meet Hughes Park Nth. Croydon, Maroondah Highway, Melways 37 D7 at 9.30 for 10.00 start.  

Continue on Maroondah Hwy to Victoria Rd. Map 38 B6 Turning Left.  

Continue on turning Right on Macintyre Lane and past Lilydale Air Field to Melba Hwy at Map 

275 A11. 

Turn Left on through Yarra Glen on Melba Hwy climbing Mt. Slide turning Left at the top at the 

King Lake sign.  

Map 380 shows King Lake area. 

As we enter King Lake we turn Right into Robertsons Rd. which is next to the last shop on our 

Right.  

We then park in front of the King Lake business offices on our Left. 

The Community Market is directly across the road next to the Police Station. 

We need a nice fine day for this run. 

John Christie 5964 8280 
   

 

  

CHACA Club Run to Point Cook  

26th. February 2012 

 
   This Run has been cancelled. 

 

The organisers of the Air Pageant couldnôt give us the good display area for park-

ing which also meant that we would be in with all the other traffic trying to get in. 

The queue is historically horrendous. 

NEXT MEETING ENTERTAINMENT February 3rd. 2012.  

 

Please come along to our first meeting of the year and enjoy the company of your 

fellow members. 

Tonight we will be having a slide-show of pictures taken at the ñLast of the Chrome 

Bumpersò at Lardner Park and possibly our club run to Tyabb. 

So come along ï bring a plate and have a good night. 

Ray Griffin  

Vice President  
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Mega Trim Motor Tri mming  
 

21 Cheltenham Rd Dandenong  

Phone 9792 - 9952. Mobile 0438 746 626  
 

Or drop in for a free Estimate 

 

Complete Classic Car Upholstery Restoration Special-

ists 
All work completed by Multi Award Winning Tradesmen 

with over 20 years experience  

 

Î Leather  

Î Cloth  

Î Vinyl  

Î Diamond buttoning  

Î Convertible Tops  

Î No job too big or small 
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Dear Eddie, 

I want to take this opportunity to thank members for their phone calls and cards wishing me a speedy recovery. 

I am pleased to report that my emergency surgery at the beginning of December has healed very well and I am now on light 

duties. Margaret and I are looking forward to attending the February meeting to catch up with our friends. 

Happy Motoring, 

David and Margaret Landells. 

Letter to Editor  

  From The Internet 
 

Subject: Learn from BARCODES its SERIOUS STUFF!!  

  

            Learn from  BARCODES  

       This will cheer you up.  Hope you aren't having chicken for  dinner  

                         

           Please  Remember.......the Australian barcode prefix is  93  

  

 PLEASE  NOTE -  if you love Australian produce and the thought of keeping jobs  here, AND you like to eat 

healthy foods and buy quality  products, then please read on. Please also note the  Australian barcode prefix is 93.  

      DANGEROUS IMPORTED  FOODS  

   There are no  food inspection regulations of foods grown or processed in  China , Vietnam , Hong Kong or Thailand  ..  

    Other world  countries are scared of China making 'black hearted goodsô,  but can you differentiate which one is 

made in Australia , the  USA , Philippines , Taiwan or China ? For your Information ...  the first 3 digits of the barcode is the 

country code where-in  the product was made.  

   Example: all barcodes that  start with 690; 691 through to 695 are all MADE IN  CHINA.  

    4 71 is Made in Taiwan  .  

 This is our right to  know, but our governments and related departments never  educate the public, therefore we have to RES-

CUE  OURSELVES.  

    Nowadays,  Chinese businessmen know that consumers do not prefer products  'made in china', so they don't show 

from which country it is  made.  However, you may now refer to the  barcode.  

   Remember, if the  first 3 digits are 690 through to 695, then it is Made in  China .  Don't forget, Hong Kong is now China ,  

too.  

   

00 ~ 13 USA  & CANADA   

30 ~ 37 FRANCE   

40 ~ 44 GERMANY   

49 ~  JAPAN   

50 ~ UK   

57 ~ Denmark   

64 ~ Finland   

76 ~  Switzerland and Liechtenstein  

93 ~ Australia  

628 ~  Saudi-Arabian   

629 ~ United Arab Emirates   

740 ~ 745 -  Central America   

All 480 Codes are Made in the  Philippines..  

    DO NOT BUY FOOD  PROCESSED IN CHINA , HONG KONG , VIETNAM or THAILAND !!!   Remember, 

there are no food inspection  regulations!!!  

  WATCH WHAT YOU BUY. ESPECIALLY  'HIGHLINER' FISH PRODUCTS; all come from China , even though  

the box says 'product of Canada ', it is from China and  'processed' in Canada ,  that is, only  the  coating is added and pack-

aged in Canada.  The fish are  raised in pens using chemicals that are banned in Canada as  cancer causing but legal in China . 

This was exposed on CBC  TV's 'Marketplace'.  

  Please think before buying anything  from China .   

  Avoid  buying all processed food packaged in China ...Anything goes! We just don't know what  else is in those 

packages. Unlike the United States and CANADA  (and Australia , Germany , France , Italy , Great Britain et  al)  China does 

not have laws regulating food  processing.   

  Basically,  do not buy any processed food  from China .  This includes Hong Kong.  

MANY  companies are using a Hong Kong address to avoid this type of  image  

reputation.  

         Thank you to Hutchie for supplying this article. 
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Chris and Nanette Koller  
185 Blyth Street, Brunswick East Vic 3057 

ô58 Chev Biscayne and ô49 Citroen 11BL Saloon 

David Hancock and Julie Phillips 
267 Westgarth Street, Northcote, Vic., 3070 

ô70 Mercedes 280SE Saloon, 72 Volkswagen 1500 S Beetle 

Conv. 

ô71 Alfa Romeo 1750 GTV Conv. 

ô71 Fiat Dino Spider Coupe. 

Stan Miller...new address 
Now PO Box 7129, Noble Park Vic 3174. 

Paul Stacker 

1976 @77 Ford Fairlane 500 Sedans 

6 Beatrice Av, Heidelberg West 3081. 

Mick @ Gail Guy 
1964 MGB Mk.1 

19 Bugatti Court, Mill Park 3082 

Tony Jecks 

1954 @ 62 VW Beetles 

1960 triumph Herald Coupe 

1957 Peugeot 403 Sedan 

1985 Toyota Corolla sedan 

8 Broadway, Elwood 3184 

Victor and Niki Pace 

730 Yan Yean Road Yarrambat Vic 3091 

ô74 Mercury Marquis Brougham Sedan 

ô68 Reliant Scimitar V6 SE4C Coupe 

ô70 Triumph Mk2 P.I. Saloon 

Irene and Jocelyn McConnachie 

14-16 Lum Road Wheelers Hill Vic 3150 

ô78 Mercedes Benz 250 W123 Saloon 

Mark Jaensch 

202 Davies Road, Bittern, Vic, 3918 

ó70 Ford Fairmont XW Sedan. 

Reg Hammond...New Address 
Now 17 Bayonne Close, Greensborough 3088 

Neville Alkemade 

7 Powlett Street, Bacchus Marsh, Vic. 3340 

ô75 Holden HT Station Wagon 

Ken Leeden 

21 Range Road, Burwood East, Vic. 3151 

ô68 Morris Mini Saloon 

ô75 Holden Monaro GTS Sedan 

Rosemary Egan 

3/15 Newbigin Street, Burwood, Vic. 3125 

ô73 Mazda 1300 Sedan 

Brian Guy 

39 Miranda Road, Reservoir, Vic. 3073 

ô66 Ford Mustang Coupe 

Andrew Logan 

5 Magnolia Street, St. Albans, Vic. 3021 

Peter and Kale Marotta 

4 Travistock Rd. Monbulk, 3793. 

ô71 & ô73 E Type Jaguar Coupe. 

Robert  and Lidia Mihelcic 

11 Brookfield Court, Berwick, 3806. 

ô34 Austin Utility, ô69 Holden Torana, ô73 Holden, ô78 Ford 

F100 Ute. 

Jim and Rita Boras 
99 Taylors Rd. St. Albans, 3021 

ô64 Karrier Commer Van 

New Members and Change of Addresses. 

Glenn Lau 
5 Peach Blossom Court, Narre Warren Sth. 3805 

ô74 Holden HJ Caprice. 

Paul and Tammy Ferraro 

57 Swift Street, Thornbury Vic. 3071 

ô67 Holden HR Ute. 

ô65 Ferrari GT Coupe. 

Geoff & Chelsea Pavia 

31 Scott St, Cranbourne, Vic. 3977 

ô74 Toyota Corolla, 

ô70 Dodge Charger Coupe, 

ô81 DeLorean DMC 12 Coupe. 

Frank & Pam Mercuri  

C/o 2/34 Hightech  Place, Lilydale, Vic. 3140 

ô72 Fiat 850, ô74 Triumph Stag,ô74 Morris Conv., 

ô74 Mercedes, ô78 Mercedes, ô86 Mercedes. 

Greg & Pat Hutchinson 

5 Palagia Crt. Essendon North, Vic. 3041 

ô67 Ford Mustang, ô63 Vespa Scooter, ô25 Indian and 

ô29 Indian motorcycles. 

Brian & Irene Garrett,  

5 OôDonnell St. Viewbank, Vic. 3084 

ô80 Datsun Z80C-430 

Joe Samawi 
60 Hemmings Street, Dandenong, Vic. 

Toyota Corolla Sedan. 

Address Change:-  Paul Williams and Debra 
Now ...8 Briar Close, Somerville, Vic, 3912 

Felix and Grace Pereira 
56 Carronvale Road, Mooroolbark, Vic, 3138 

ô83 Mercedes 380SL Conv. 

Address Change:- John and Fay Neely 
Now...49 Norman Drive, Cowes, Vic, 3922. 

Nicholas Labrada 

20 Taggerty grove, Epping, Vic. 3076 

ô86 Holden VL Calais 

Ashley Sampson 

2/10 Reilly Street Ringwood, Vic. 3134 

ô75 Ford XB G5 Coupe 

James Couper 

7 Jamieson Road, Wonga Park, Vic. 3115 

ô81 Mercedes Benz 450SL Convertible 

Chris and Julie Hawkins 
21 Melody Close, Lilydale Vic. 3140. 

ô71 Chrysler Valiant VG Convertible 

ô81 Ford Fairmont Ghia XD Sedan 

Simone and Jim Gillingham 
8 Limousin Court, Doreen, Vic, 3754 

ô73 Ford Falcon XB Sedan 

Peter and Merryn Barker  
PO Box 8019, Wattle Park, Vic, 3128 

ô84 BMW 735i Saloon. 

Address Change: Robert and Karin Guy 

Now... PO Box 260, Thomastown, Vic 3074 

Address Change: Allan and Lyne Wood 
Now... 9 Lorne Court, Berwick, Vic, 3806 

Bernie Bellew 

141 Matthews Road, Lovely Banks, Vic. 3221 

1967 Pontiac Firebird Coupe 

Theo Economou 

1/24 Banksia Street, Clayton, Vic. 3168 

1971 Holden Statesman HQ Sedan 
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Lester & Bev Price 

17 Burrawong Avenue, Seaford. Vic. 3198 

1976 Ford F100 

Pop Top Caravan 

Sean Hutchinson 

25 Drovers Retreat, Romsey, Vic. 3434 

1967 Mustang Coupe 

Howard Hollow 

30 Denver Crescent, Rowville, Vic. 3178 

ô67 Fairmont. ô37 Austin 7 Roadster. ô78 MG GT Coupe. 

Aaron Stewart 

7 Ash Grove North, Langwarrin, Vic. 3910 

1965 Mustang Coupe. 

John & Elsa Rennie 

50 Millers Road, Altona, Vic. 3018 

1978 Ford Fairlane Marquis Sedan 

Eugene Docherty 

4 Lois Court, Bentleigh East, Vic. 3165. 

ô60 Mercedes Benz 190 B Saloon 

ô64 Humber Vogue Sports Saloon. 

George & Anthea Stingas 

40 Hillrise Court Mill Park Vic 3082 

ô77 Ford Mercury Marquis Coupe 

Address Change, Kris & Garry Miles 

Now PO Box 246, Nunawading Vic 3131 

Address Change, Les Huet De Froberville 

Now PO Box 8085, Carrum Downs Vic. 3201 

Steve & Julia Beardon 

9 Cato Parkway, Lynbrook, Vic. 3975. 

ô78 Chevrolet Corvette Coupe. 

Kevin North  

11 Lawrence Street, Murrumbeena Vic. 3163 

ó58 Jaguar 3.4 MK1 Saloon. 

Dave Bishop 

4 Christine Street, Viewbank Vic. 3084. 

ó73 Ford Falcon Sedan 

ó73 Holden Premier Sedan. 

Continued: Letter to the Editor  

Motor Show - Maffra 
Open classification Motor Show 
to celebrate the opening of our  
BRITISH VEHICLES display 
Sunday 11th March 2012 
The Gippsland Vehicle Collection is proud to present 
the opening  
of its new Motor Museum Theme display of   
BRITISH VEHICLES   
Opening on Sunday 11th March 2012 from 9:30am at 
1A Sale Rd. Maffra. 
The launch day is the commencement of the Motor 
Museum's four month display theme (March 2012 to 
June 2012) featuring British Vehicles of all sizes and 
shapes, and including many other fascinating vehicles 
and displays. 
Bring your car club, bike club &/or your vehicle to cre-
ate our ñdisplay for the dayò on our huge lawns. Gates 
open 8:00am, breakfast available from 8:30am.    
Display vehicles to be parked before 9:30am.   
One free museum entry ticket for driver of all display 
vehicles before 9:30am. 

Discounted Museum admittance $6 ï Children (under 
15) free.    
Gold coin donation to grounds.  
Plenty of Free parking & Long Vehicle parking. 
Refreshments available. 
A great fun day is assured. 
For enquiries, maps and information visit their website 
www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au  
email:  admin@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au  
or Ph: (03)5147-3223 or 0412-387-102 for further 
details.  

This Article, 

compliments 

Ray Griffin,  

is from an 

English 

magazine  

printed in 

1972. 

Note the 

last  

paragraph. 

 

http://www.gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
mailto:admin@gippslandvehiclecollection.org.au
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This was posted on the HAMB and I thought you guys 

might find it interesting:  

 

One evening in 1929 two young men named William Lear 

and Elmer Wavering drove their girlfriends to a lookout 

point high above the Mississippi River town of Quincy, 

Illinois, to watch the sunset. It was a romantic night to be 

sure, but one of the girls observed that it would be even 

nicer if they could listen to music in the car.  

Lear and Wavering liked the idea. Both men had tinkered 

with radios - Lear had served as a radio operator in the U. S. 

Navy during World War I - and it wasn't long before they 

were taking apart a home radio and trying to get it to work 

in a car. But it wasn't as easy as it sounds: automobiles have 

ignition switches, generators, spark plugs, and other electri-

cal equipment that generate noisy static interference, mak-

ing it nearly impossible to listen to the radio when the en-

gine was running.  

 

SIGNING ON  
 

One by one, Lear and Wavering identified and eliminated 

each source of electrical interference. When they finally got 

their radio to work, they took it to a radio convention in 

Chicago. There they met Paul Galvin, owner of Galvin 

Manufacturing Corporation. He made a product called a 

"battery eliminator" a device that allowed battery-powered 

radios to run on household AC current. But as more homes 

were wired for electricity, more radio manufacturers made 

AC-powered radios. Galvin needed a new product to manu-

facture. When he met Lear and Wavering at the radio con-

vention, he found it. He believed that mass-produced, af-

fordable car radios had the potential to become a huge busi-

ness.  

Lear and Wavering set up shop in Galvin's factory, and 

when they perfected their first radio, they installed it in his 

Studebaker. Then Galvin went to a local banker to apply for 

a loan. Thinking it might sweeten the deal, he had his men 

install a radio in the banker's Packard. Good idea, but it did-

n't work - half an hour after the installation, the banker's 

Packard caught on fire. (They didn't get the loan.)  

Galvin didn't give up. He drove his Studebaker nearly 800 

miles to Atlantic City to show off the radio at the 1930 Ra-

dio Manufacturers Association convention. Too broke to 

afford a booth, he parked the car outside the convention hall 

and cranked up the radio so that passing conventioneers 

could hear it. That idea worked - he got enough orders to 

put the radio into production.  

 

WHAT'S IN A NAME  

 

That first production model was called the 5T71. Galvin 

decided he needed to come up with something a little catch-

ier. In those days many companies in the phonograph and 

radio businesses used the suffix "ola" for their names - Ra-

diola, Columbiola, and Victrola were three of the biggest. 

Galvin decided to do the same thing, and since his radio was 

intended for use in a motor vehicle, he decided to call it the 

Motorola.  

But even with the name change, the radio still had prob-

lems:  

When Motorola went on sale in 1930, it cost about $110 

uninstalled, at a time when you could buy a brand-new car 

for $650, and the country was sliding into the Great Depres-

sion. (By that measure, a radio for a new car would cost 

about $3,000 today.)  

In 1930 it took two men several days to put in a car radio - 

the dashboard had to be taken apart so that the receiver and 

a single speaker could be installed, and the ceiling had to be 

cut open to install the antenna. These early radios ran on 

their own batteries, not on the car battery, so holes had to be 

cut into the floorboard to accommodate them. The installa-

tion manual had eight complete diagrams and 28 pages of 

instructions. 

 

HIT THE ROAD  
 

Selling complicated car radios that cost 20 percent of the 

price of a brand-new car wouldn't have been easy in the best 

of times, let alone during the Great Depression - Galvin lost 

money in 1930 and struggled for a couple of years after that. 

But things picked up in 1933 when Ford began offering 

Motorolas pre-installed at the factory. In 1934 they got an-

other boost when Galvin struck a deal with B. F. Goodrich 

tire company to sell and install them in its chain of tire 

stores. By then the price of the radio, installation included, 

had dropped to $55. The Motorola car radio was off and 

running. (The name of the company would be officially 

changed from Galvin Manufacturing to "Motorola" in 

1947.)  

In the meantime, Galvin continued to develop new uses for 

car radios. In 1936, the same year that it introduced push-

button tuning, it also introduced the Motorola Police 

Cruiser, a standard car radio that was factory preset to a 

single frequency to pick up police broadcasts. In 1940 he 

developed with the first handheld two-way radio - the 

Handie-Talkie - for the U. S. Army.  

A lot of the communications technologies that we take for 

granted today were born in Motorola labs in the years that 

followed World War II. In 1947 they came out with the first 

television to sell under $200. In 1956 the company intro-

duced the world's first pager; in 1969 it supplied the radio 

and television equipment that was used to televise Neil 

Armstrong's first steps on the Moon. In 1973 it invented the 

world's first handheld cellular phone. Today Motorola is the 

second-largest cell phone manufacturer in the world. And it 

all started with the car radio.  

 

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO..  
 

The two men who installed the first radio in Paul Galvin's 

car, Elmer Wavering and William Lear, ended up taking 

very different paths in life. Wavering stayed with Motorola. 

In the 1950's he helped change the automobile experience 

again when he developed the first automotive alternator, 

replacing inefficient and unreliable generators. The inven-

tion lead to such luxuries as power windows, power seats, 

and, eventually, air-conditioning.  

Lear also continued inventing. He holds more than 150 pat-

ents. Remember eight-track tape players? Lear invented 

that. But what he's really famous for are his contributions to 

the field of aviation. He invented radio direction finders for 

planes, aided in the invention of the autopilot, designed the 

first fully automatic aircraft landing system, and in 1963 

introduced his most famous invention of all, the Lear Jet, 

the world's first mass-produced, affordable business jet. 

(Not bad for a guy who dropped out of school after the 

eighth grade. 
Courtesy Dennis Healey 
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John & Louise Baker                       1982 BMW 320/6A Ray & Shirley Nichol               1939 Pontiac Chieftain 

Vin & Lana Forbes                          1986 Mercedes 230E Neville Kunnel                         1965 Mustang Fastback 

Graeme & Joan Moore                    1984 BMW 635i Coupe Margaret Taylor                        Modern 

Ian & Jenny Hanks                           Modern  Grace Davey & Dawn Hucker 1968 Rover P5B 

Colin & Loretta McKenna               Modern David & Margaret Landells     1978 Ford LTD  

Lester & Yvette Cole                       1970  Mustang Coupe Victor & Niki Pace                  1970 Triumph MK2 P.I Saloon 

Ken & Margaret Robinson              1962 Valiant SV1 Sedan Rick, Don, Joan, Samantha  

Fred & Pat Lombardo                      1968 Dodge Phoenix & Matthew Osborne                 1954 Chevrolet 210 Sedan                 

Rod Bundy                                       1954 Daimler Conquest Robin & Cath Grierson            1936 Oldsmobile Sedan 

Ken Leeden                                     1975 Holden Monaro John Egglestone & Lew           1953 Oldsmobile 88 

Eddie Reynolds                                Modern                Ron & Laraine Maddocks         Modern 

Graham & Nancy Hutchinson         1934 Hupmobile 421K Graeme & Judy Bedford                   

Peter & Janet Galley                        1937 Chevrolet Tourer  Fred LeBon & Marie Cooper 

Kevin & Erica Churchill                 1955 Dodge Kingsway Bob & Judy Wilson                  1946 Oldsmobile Ace 66 

Those Who Attended  

www.chaca.com.au 
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 PUB LUNCH AT THE YEA ROYAL HOTEL 14 AUGUST 2011  
 

These are belated pictures of the above run which was completely overlooked by yours truly. (Editor). 

 

The report, prepared by Louise Baker, was published in the October Journal, but the pictures were not. 

 

So that you know what the run was all about the report is reproduced on the preceding page. 


