
CHACA Coming Events  
May 1st. American Motoring Show, Flemington Racecourse 
May 15th.  Motoring Heritage Day. Mornington Racecourse. 

May 29th. CHACA 50th Birthday Lunch & Run. Veneto Club, Bulleen Rd. Bulleen 
June 18-20, CHACA 50th birthday run to Swan Hill. 

July 17th, Run to Ballarat & Clunes. 
August 21st, Yering Meadows Golf Club 

 

 

Spectacular day at the Annual Kalorama Rally, 20/Mar/2016 
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To bring together persons with a common interest, to encourage the use, maintenance  
and preservation of automobiles built from the 1st January, 1931 up to 25 years old,  
without prejudice to make, model, method of manufacture or country of origin. 

Committee 

Secretary: Brian Garrett 
bjgarrett@optusnet.com.au 
Mob. 0400 166 762 
President: Brian Garrett 
bjgarrett@optusnet.com.au 
Mob. 0400 166 762 
Vice President: Dennis Healy (Esther)  
estden@bigpond.com 
Mob. 0411 187 882 
Treasurer: Kevin Churchill 
28fordor@gmail.com 
Ph. 03 5983 8981  
Mob. 0412 802 177 
Editor: Ren® Gielen 
Mob. 0430 526 328 
editor@chaca.com.au 
Property Officer: Eddie Reynolds  
eddier2@optusnet.com.au  
Ph: 03 9770 1231 
Mob: 0429 142 460 
Technical Officer &Membership Secretary:  
Barry & Rosslyn Smith  
rozbar@bigpond.com 
Ph: 5985 9220 
Mob: 0408 440 240 
Activities Coordinator: Vacant 
Liaison Officer: James Allan (Colleen) 
Ph. 03 9729 6729 
Webmaster: Rolf Zelder 
0403 289 477  
webmaster@chaca.com.au  
 
CHACA is affiliated with the Association 
of Motoring Clubs (AOMC) and the Fed-
eration of Veteran Vintage and Classic Ve-
hicle Clubs. Club representatives are Bob 
Clark (AOMC) and Brian Garrett 
(Federation). 
Brian Garrett is the clubôs Welfare officer . 

Meetings 
4th. Thursday of the month at 8pm (except December) at  
CHACA Clubrooms, Unit 8, 41 Norcal Road, Nunawading 
Tea, coffee and snacks are served at the conclusion of each 
meeting. Visitors and prospective new Members are welcomed. 

CHACA is a Disabled Friendly Club with fully paved parking 
facilities, level access throughout, disability toilets, PA system 
with Tele-Loop compatibility for hearing impaired and wheel-
chair lift to the upstairs library. The Club is equipped with a 
portable defibrillator for medical emergencies at all meetings 
and events. 

Club Newsletter 
The Journal is published monthly. Items for inclusion in the 
Journal must be mailed, emailed or passed on to the Editor at 
Club Meetings. The Committee reserves the right to edit or 
decline any article deemed unsuitable. Photographs submitted 
for possible publication should preferably be glossy 5òx 7ò or 
6ò x 4ò prints or high resolution jpg/bmp images to ensure best 
reproduction in the Journal. Opinions expressed in this publica-
tion are not necessarily those of the Club. 

Journal Closing Dates  
Nominally 2nd. Wednesday each month.  

Journal Nights  
Normally 3rd.Thursday every month. 

Website 
The Clubôs website www.chaca.com.au is updated regularly 
and features Club History, Club Promotions, an Events  

Calendar, a full Journal for downloading and many  

photographs of Club Events. 

Webmaster 
webmaster@chaca.com.au 

Archivist and Historian -  
Margaret Griffin - 5977 6649 

CHACA Life Members 
Ray Griffin, Margaret Griffin, Henry Alger, Barry Smith, Jim 
Kerr, Dale Allen, Bill Kerr, Roy Pep-
prell, Eddie Reynolds, Bob Mantle, Pa-
tricia Wightman, Peter Galley, John 
Schuurman. 
Deceased: Fred McGeary, Norm Watt, 
Don Main, Ian Davey, Tom Lambert, 
Eddy Dobbs Snr, Col Patience, Gordon 
Wightman, John Hunt, Max Austin.  

 
Notice To All Reciprocating Clubs 
Please address your magazines to  

The Secretary 
LPO Box 72, Bittern Vic 3918 

CHACA CPS Eligibility Criteria 
Committee has looked at the draft guidelines and the Sub
-Committee has now produced the new guidelines.  

See Page 18. 

Support our advertisers! 
Mention their ad in our Journal  
when dealing with them 
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 NEXT MEETING 
28 April 2016 

 

Weôre planning for another great vehicle to make a guest appearance in April. Please come us for the 

usual meeting, car talk, nibbles and a hot cuppa! 

Hope to see you all at the next meeting! 

Brian Garrett, President 

PRESIDENTS REPORT  
 
Modified vehicles have always been a point of discussion in CHACA. Feelings range from keeping 
vehicles strictly original to sensitive modification being acceptable. I know we will never get a total 
agreement from all the members on this subject but I am sure there is a middle ground acceptable to 
most. 
The reason I raise this touchy subject was when I was recently at the Kalorama Rally I noticed how 
many cars there had mild to extensive modification of some form. And these cars were acceptable to 
their respective clubs, many of them pre war marques. 
As an example I was admiring an Austin A40 convertible, a type which I owned in my youth, and 
found that this car was fitted with an Austin Lancer engine and gearbox. This is certainly a modified 
car, but has it retained the period correct feel to this vehicle? I think it has, as externally and for most 
people internally the vehicle looked absolutely original. The modification does however overcome the 
weaknesses of the original design, that is weak crankshaft and gearbox that keeps falling out of third. 
This enables the owner to not only enjoy the extra performance of the Lancer engine but avoid expen-
sive and annoying problems inherent in the original design.  
Back in the 50 & 60's many of us did mild modifications to vehicles to not only improve the perfor-
mance but overcome many poor design deficiencies that the manufacturer had carried over from previ-
ous designs, many of them pre-war. Look at the number of 48-215 & FJ Holdens with twin carbs and 
extractors that were out and about. You would almost think it was a factory option. 
There is a Volvo sedan out there in the classic world that externally looks absolutely original but un-
der the bonnet has the latest Volvo V8 engine which has obviously been professionally installed. Under 
bonnet it appears factory original. Of course it has an M Plate and been subject to VASS certification. 
Is this vehicle acceptable to CHACA? 
The difficulty is with the more modern vehicles where modifications now make massive changes to 
the vehicle in all aspects, engine, wheels, tyres, brakes and the external look of the vehicle. These ex-
tensively modified vehicles would fall outside our charter. 
This subject has been discussed extensively at club and committee level and the consensus has been 
that mild & period correct modifications are acceptable for CHACA CPS permits. And that includes M 
Plated vehicles. In this ever changing world we need to accept the increasing number of members that 
enjoy carrying out reliability, safety and performance improvements that are done in a sensitive and 
well engineered way. 
Hmmm, now how am I going to shoehorn that LS4 into my Fiat! 
 
Brian Garrett, President 
 

 

At the March meeting of CHACA, members, Terry and Kaye 

Dowel, had their 1948 Tucker on display at the Club rooms. Terry 

gave a presentation on the car's history  and the circumstances re-

lating to their purchase of the car. The members were indeed fortu-

nate to see such a rare care. Thank  you to Terry and Kaye .  
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Fred and Pat Lombardo invited several CHACA members  
to attend the Hunters Green Retirement Village's  10th Birth-
day Celebration.  
The celebrations included a car display, great food, good 
company and  Mark Andrew, who is an Elvis Presley imper-
sonator. We had a great day... Thank you Pat and Fred for 
the invitation. 

 Esther and Dennis Healy  
 

 

KIDS DAY OUT  
The Classic Car Display is part of Kids Day Out at  the Melbourne Convention Centre. It was organ-
ised by the Thunderbird Owners Club of Australia and this year raised  $34,000 for the  Children's Hos-
pital. (Our connection  with this event is that we allowed people to be photographed in the Auburn for a 
gold coin donation.  Our son Colin is a member of the Thunderbird Club).  CHACA could entering some 
cars in this event next year.  

 Regards Esther  
 
 

HUNTERS GREEN RETIREMENT VILLAGE   
10TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION   



CHACA Journal 
Page 5 

 

First Day.    Meeting place.       Caltex Ravenswood Nth bound 
4633-4673 Calder Freeway Ravenswood 3453 
(Several Km before turn off to Marong) 
From Melb.       1 Hr- 5 Min    108 Km 
Lunch stop at your cost.  Time 11.00 am for 12.00 pm departure.   
   

The Spannerman             2 pm arrival       1 Hr- 30 Mins    134 Km 
1314 Boort Quambatook Road, Barraport.   John Piccoli     
Garden/Sculpture Tour.   incl. Afternoon tea and biscuits   Admission 
$10.00 per head. 
 

Piccoliôs Spanner Sculptures 
Displayed in John and Sonia Piccoliôs country garden are over 25 unique life size and larger than life 
sculptures, including an iconic shearer, a family of deer, a pair of fighting stallions,  intricate garden 
seats and many more. John makes the sculptures by welding together antique through to modern day 
spanners. The tallest sculpture, ñThe Marlinò, is over 7 m tall, weighs 1200 kgs and is made from 3500 
spanners.              Duration approx 1 hour 
   

Ibis Styles Motel 405-415 Campbell Street Swan Hill    2 Nights stay.     1Hr-20Min    82Km 
Rooms 30 only.  Deluxe Queen Size.  Rates:  $142.00 per room/night, including full continental breakfast. 

 

Second Day   9.30 departure.  From Motel. 
Pioneer Settlement. Monash Drive Swan Hill     
Entry $45.50 per head, includes evening Laser Show ñHeartbeat of the Murrayò 
Murray River Pyap Cruise.        
New cafe just opened, Lunch at your leisure at your cost.  
Tickets are valid for two consecutive days.                                             
 

The Pioneer Settlement is one of the most popular tourism destinations in Victoria, 
if not Australia  

and the concept has been emulated around the country. The settlement is now introducing more  
ground-breaking tourism concepts to complete the historic Mallee townships. The Heartbeat of the  
Murray Experience will include a Laser light show that is a world-first, will combine modern laser tech-
nology with the natural river environment. It will tell the story of the Murray region from prehistoric 
times until today. 
 

Third Day   9.30. Departure 
 

Flying Boat Museum Lake Boga Willakool Drive Swan hill           
11 Mins.   15 Km. 
Entry $8.00 per head Morning tea available $2.00                                   
The museum is a Lake Boga Lions Club project and is a memori-
al to those who worked on and with the Flying Boats during 
World War II and particularly commemorates the contribution 
made by servicemen and women stationed at the No.1 Flying 
Boat Repair Depot, Lake Boga, Victoria. The Lions Club, after 
 many hundred of volunteer hours, rebuilt the aircraft.A24-30 on 
display today and has re- constructed the adjacent Communica-
tion Bunker using original plans and photographs, to resemble its 
wartime state. 
 

Return to Melbourne at your leisure       3 Hr-27 Min -   322 Km 
 
All enquiries to:   John Baker   0419 588 370 jabaroo@iinet.net.au     

 

A TRIP BACK IN TIME TO SWAN HILL 
CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF CHACA         

 18 June - 20 June 2016 



CHACA Journal 
Page 6 

 

I received my car insurance renewal recently 
from the broker and I must say, I was less than 
happy. Iôve had this policy for a few years now and 
itôs tailored to the wheelchair transport I require. 
Each year I have attempted to have the cover re-
duced from $50,000 to a more sensible valuation 
and therefore a lower premium. Last year I even 
supplied details of an identical vehicle including 
identical colour and trim. It had a similar speedo 
reading and was being sold for $26,000 by the 
company responsible for the conversion of both 
vehicles when new.  
This meant noth-
ing to the under-
writer, so once 
again I paid the re-
newal. This time I 
was determined to 
arrange an agreed 
valuation of around 
$30,000 with a 
much lower premi-
um and a sensible 
excess, having nev-
er made a claim. 
To my astonish-
ment the current 
renewal was yet 
again for a $50,000 
max payout, with a 
10% increase in 
premium plus a 
50% increase in the 
excess, jumping 
from $400 to $600 
despite having nev-
er made a claim. 
Off I went to 
Shé.ns for a de-
cent deal. Having 
supplied all the rel-
evant details in-
cluding the ex-
tremely low total 
mileage of 
30,000km on this 
10 year old as new 
beauty I was ad-
vised they checked 
ebay for a valua-
tion and found one 
for $29,000 with a 
premium of $1020 
and they wanted a 
$600 excess. 
This was around 

half the payout maximum with a premium approx. 
50% higher than the underwriters increased premi-
um. Now I remember why I donôt have my classics 
covered by this specialist company, who I will not 
name due to sponsorship arrangements. The moral? 
Shop around, you can always do better, but make 
sure the new company has a good claims history, 
by checking with Panel Beaters familiar with them.   

Bob Clark 

INSURING YOUR CLASSIC     BY BOB CLARK 
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HOT CROSS BUN DAY, GOOD FRIDAY 25 MARCH 2016 

The organisation of this annual event is shared by the Veteran Car Club Victoria (VCCAV); Vintage 
Drivers Club (VDC) and Classic & Historic Automobile Club of Australia (CHACA). This year it was 
hosted by the VCCA. 


