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CHACA Coming Events 
August 28th. (Thursday, 8pm.) General Meeting, 8/41 Norcal Road Nunawading. Mel. 48-G11. 

August 31st. Federation Picnic at Marong 
September 14th. Shepparton Swap Meet, Shepparton Showgrounds, High St (Midland Hwy) 
September 21st. Run in  the Country and Pub Lunch, Werribee Aviation Museum (John Baker) 

Members enjoying all the great cars at the Fox Classic Car Museum during the July club run 
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To bring together persons with a common interest, to encourage the use, maintenance and preservation of au-
tomobiles built from the 1st January, 1931 up to 25 years old, without prejudice to make, model, method of 
manufacture or country of origin. 

Committee 

Secretary 
Kate Marotta (Peter). 
kpmarotta@bigpond.com 
Ph. 9756 7828 
President 
Kevin Churchill ( Erica) 28fordor@gmail.com 
Ph: 5983 8981  
Mob: 0412 802 177 
Vice President 
Ray Griffin (Margaret)
raymar77224@bigpond.com 
Ph: 5977 6649  
Mob: 0409 216 273 
Treasurer 
Dennis Healy (Esther) estden@bigpond.com 
Ph. 9740 1441  Mob. 0411 187 882 
Editor  
Ren® Gielen 
Mob. 0430 526 328 
Eddie Reynolds (Assistant Editor) 
editor@chaca.com.au 
Ph. 9770 1231 
Mob. 0429 142460 
Technical Officer 
Neville Thomas Kunnel  
thomas_neville@yahoo.com.au 
Ph. 03 8712 3161 
Mob: 0422 324 072  
Property Officer 
Eddie Reynolds eddier2@optusnet.com.au  
Ph: 03 9770 1231 
Mob: 0429 142 460 
Membership Secretary 
Barry & Rosslyn Smith rozbar@bigpond.com 
Ph: 5985 9220 
Mob: 0408 440 240 
Activities Coordinator 
Peter Barker (Merryn) 
PO Box 8019 
Wattle Park, 3128 
9808 8086 
peterbarker@fastmail.fm 
Committee Person 
Brian Garrett (Irene). 
Ph.9459 1779 
James Allan (Colleen) 
(03) 9729 6729 

Meetings 
4th. Thursday of the month (except December) at  CHACA 
Clubrooms, Unit 8, 41 Norcal Road, Nunawading 
 Tea, coffee and snacks are served at the conclusion of each 
meeting. Visitors and prospective new Members are welcomed. 

Club Newsletter 
The Journal is published monthly. Items for inclusion in the 
Journal must be mailed, emailed or passed on to the Editor at 
Club Meetings. The Committee reserves the right to edit or 
decline any article deemed unsuitable. Photographs submitted 
for possible publication should preferably be glossy 5òx 7ò or 
6ò x 4ò prints or high resolution jpg/bmp images to ensure best 
reproduction in the Journal. Opinions expressed in this publica-
tion are not necessarily those of the Club. 

Journal Closing Dates  
Nominally 2nd. Wednesday each month.  

Journal Nights  
Normally 3rd.Thursday every month. 

Website 
The Clubôs website www.chaca.com.au is updated regularly 
and features Club History, Club Promotions, an Events  

Calendar, a full Journal for downloading and many  

photographs of Club Events. 

Webmaster 
janelle@tpg.com.au 

Archivist and Historian -  
Margaret Griffin - 5977 6649 

CHACA Life Members 
Max Austin, Ray Griffin, Margaret Griffin, Henry Alger, 
Barry Smith, Jim Kerr, Dale Allen, Bill Kerr,  
Tom Lambert, Roy Pepprell, Eddie Reynolds, Bob Mantle,  
Patricia Wightman, Peter Galley, John Schuurman. 
Deceased: Fred McGeary, Norm Watt, Don Main, Ian 
Davey 
Eddy Dobbs Snr, Col Patience, Gordon Wightman, John Hunt.  
 

Notice To All Reciprocating 
Clubs 

Please address your magazines 
to The Secretary 
LPO Box 72 
Bittern Vic 3918 

CHACA CPS Eligibility Criteria 
Committee has looked at the draft guidelines and 
the Sub-Committee has now produced the new 
guidelines.  

See Page 18. 

Support our advertisers! 
Mention their ad in our Journal  
when dealing with them 
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 NEXT MEETING 
 
Thursday 28th  August  2014 
 
James Allen has arranged a guest speaker for our August General meeting. His name is Grant Roberts, 

of AC Delco and New Product B.D.M. The topic is.............BATTERIES. 

 

Grant started his working career as an Auto-Electrician and went on to working with several other Auto

-Electrical firms, and now assists in heading up R.J. Batteries in Ballarat who are original equipment 

suppliers for Automotive makers and manufacturers, including General Motors. The Presentation is 

very informative and of high quality and well worthy of our membersô attendance. The batteries of to-

day are a far cry from the simple lead acid ones of earlier days and we stand to learn a great deal from 

an expert in this field. Should be an absorbing talk. 

 

On another subject: Supper............... 

We normally have an excellent range of sweet delectables along with sandwiches etc. brought in by 

members, but last month for whatever reason the quantity was down. The quality was still good, but we 

need more! Please bring along a plate of........ anything! It doesnôt have to be large. 

 

RAY GRIFFIN 

 CORRESPONDENCE 
Hello Eddie,  
Just a short note to say that I will not be renewing my membership of CHACA. I have sold my old 
Holden and with my interest in woodworking and O/S travel I wonôt be replacing the car. I have a lot of 
old car manuals, paper and bits and pieces which is free to anyone in the club who would like them. 
If you are ever stuck for a guest speaker at any meeting etc. I am willing to help.  
                                       Regards John Hughes. 
 
This was a reply from John to the email I sent out to everyone regarding the Vue Grande run scheduled 
for 17th. August. 

VALE PAT BLASHKI 
 

1st. July 1925 to 5th. August 2014.  
 
Sadly, CHACA  member Pat Blashki passed away on 5th. August 2014. The funeral service was held 
on 11th. August at the Ascension Church in Springvale. 
 
Pat was actively associated with this church for over 40 years and even though it was lacking in size for 
the numbers attending the funeral it would have been  her wish that the service was conducted there. Pat 
was involved in so  many community based activities: Royal Childrenôs Hospital Good Friday Appeal, 
the Ascension Church, Salvation Army, Dandenong City Council, to mention a few, that in 1995 the 
Dandenong City Council successfully nominated her for an OAM. 
 
Pat and her Husband Albert were well known members of at least 3 car clubs: VCCA, VDC and CHA-
CA that I know of, possibly more. She was the first female President of the VCCA, a position she held 
for 4 years. 
With all these activities Pat was still able to bring up 3 sons and 3 daughters, a remarkable achievement. 
Another worthy achievement was the length of her marriage to Albert.....69 years. 
 
Pat is survived by her husband Albert and her 6 children. 
 
Our sympathy and condolences go out to Albert and her family. 
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      A RUN IN THE COUNTRY AND A BBQ LUNCH 
 

In September weôll be heading to Werribee Aviation Museum to view the restoration of the B24 Libera-
tor.  A72-176.    www.b24australia.org.au 
 
Entry per person $25.00  
Incl. (2 courses) BBQ Lunch plus dessert to be 
served at the Aviation Museum.  Incl. tea and 
coffee.         
Children: Entry free, BBQ $10.00 
Address: Cnr Farm Rd & Princes Hwy Werribee 
03 9731 1263 
 
When:  Sunday 21st September 2014 
Meeting place: Cherry Lake Reserve Fresno 
Street Altona 
Map 54 H-9 
Time:  9.30am for 10.00am departure sharp. 
 
We have dispensed with travelling in convoy for 
this run, in preference for travelling at our own 
pace this should make for a more leisurely trip avoiding convoying problems. Members who choose to 
meet at the Museum are welcome to do so. Members from faraway may take the shortest route to the  
Museum. Please advise John of your intentions. Please assemble outside the hanger to enable entry as a 
group. 
 
The only B-24 Liberator fighter plane in Australia is currently being restored in a Werribee hanger.   
The current restoration site was established in 1992. Since then members have been active in the recov-
ery and restoration of aircraft and other artefacts from Victoria and overseas. They have acquired some 
90% of the airframe and 70% of the furniture and fittings from many parts of the world and from gener-
ous benefactors. This is the only remaining Liberator in the southern hemisphere and is one of eight still 
in existence in the world.  Restoration is proceeding in one of the WW11 hangers on the old Werribee 
airfield just outside Melbourne and it is intended that the airframe will be completely  

restored.  
 
 The numbers are important, we have to book the 
numbers and pay as committed. Keep that in mind 
when you are committing to the run. If you canôt 
make it, please inform John ASAP. 
As per usual, for catering purposesô would those in-
tending to make the run please contact John Baker at 
jabaroo@hotkey.net.au or mobile 0419 588 370.  
 I would like to know committed numbers no later 
than: Date.  8th September 2014    

!тн-мтс [ƛōŜǊŀǘƻǊ 

Please bring this journal with you on the day. 

Your directions for the day will be attached. 

 GARAGE CRAWLSðARE YOU INTERESTED? 
Quite a few of our members own numerous vehicles. One or two may be rotated for use on Club runs, 
whereas the rest, for various reasons, remain locked away, unseen by most. Maybe they are awaiting 
restoration or repairs, or possibly the owner just prefers one particular vehicle. If enough numbers are 
interested, I will be organising the occasional Garage Crawl to inspect the hidden treasures stashed 
away by these members. Obviously, other memorabilia or collections may surface at these events. I 
may even include the odd non-member collection to make these events more interesting. Each event 
will entail a BBQ or Picnic Lunch and may be a Saturday, Sunday, or Midweek run. Let me know at the 
next meeting if you would attend. The first one is set down for Sunday 9th. November to view my col-
lection and Man Cave, all under cover.        Bob Clark. 
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 TRI-CLUB VISIT TO ELFIN HERITAGE CENTRE & PICNIC LUNCH 
 

Sunday 19th October 2014 
 
We are pleased to invite all members to take the opportunity to visit the Elfin Heritage Centre. The Elf-
in Heritage Centre has a fine collection of Elfin racing cars and memorabilia. Bill Hemming, owner of 
several Elfin cars, will be present to provide a tour and talk on the rich history of Elfin. 
The Elfin Heritage Centre is at 29 Capella Crescent, Moorabbin 
Doors open: 10.00am 
Presentation: 10:30am 
Entry Fee: $5.00 per person including coffee/tea and biscuits 
 
For Lunch at Braeside Park: 
Enter for Lower Dandenong Road. Rosella Oval is the last oval on the left hand side before the exit 
back to Lower Dandenong Road. Please note, this is a one way circuit. 
 
Starting time: 11.30am 
Facilities: Picnic area, car parking and display, electric barbeques and toilets. 
Housekeeping: No animals allowed, please take your rubbish home and do not feed or handle the wild-
life. 
 
Enquiries: David Vinen, VCCA (Vic) Ph 59443707 or (bus) 85415318  
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Scott Walsh 
The Advertiser 
July 17, 2014 3:52PM 

Donald Campbell and The Bluebird on route to 
Lake Eyre for world land speed record attempt in 
July 1964. Source: News Limited 
 
BY 8.10am, it was all over. 
 
The land-speed record was in the bag, Donald 
Campbell was returned as the fastest man on the 
planet, Bluebird was the quickest car and South 
Australiaôs Lake Eyre salt pans in the stateôs Far 
North were forever etched as the vital ingredient 
that helped make it happen. 
 
Fifty years ago today, at precisely 8.10am, English-
man Campbell became the first man to break the 
400 mile per hour limit in a wheel-driven vehicle. 
On July 17, 1964, with back-to-back passes in op-
posite directions near Muloorina Station, Campbell 
registered an average speed of 403.1mph (648.7km/
h). 

 
The Bluebird races across the salt flats of Lake 
Eyre. Source: News Limited 

 
At the time ð even though a year earlier American 
Craig Breedlove in his three-wheeled, jet-engine 
powered Spirit of America had registered a faster 
407.4mph ð official records recognised only 
wheel-driven vehicles. Campbellôs first pass began 
at 7.17am when he left his headquarters. 
 
It took almost 7km to work up to full speed. At the 
average speed of 403.1mph, it took just 8.9 seconds 
to chew up the ñmeasure mileò. From there, Camp-
bell had 11km to stop Bluebird for his maintenance 
crew to prepare for the reverse run. 

Campbell returns the Bluebird to the start after a 
trial run. Source: News Limited 
 
Under strict rules, he had an hour to complete the 
return leg. By 8.10am, posting the same average 
time as his first run, Campbell had overtaken fel-
low Englishman John Cobbôs previous record of 
394.2mph (634.4km/h). 
 
Barely five weeks earlier, Beatle-mania had hit Ad-
elaide when 300,000 fans of the British supergroup 
spilt into the city streets to catch a glimpse of the 
Fab Four. 
 
Campbellôs crowd didnôt quite topple Beatle-
mania, but an estimated 200,000 people gathered in 
celebration to see him drive his sleek, four-tonne 
vehicle along King William St to the Town Hall on 
July 25, 1964. 
 
Reports from the time suggest Campbell revved the 
engine to a huge roar, sending the crowd wild. 
  

SPEED ACE DONALD CAMPBELLôS BLUEBIRD  
LAND-SPEED RECORD AT LAKE EYRE TURNS 50  
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Campbell parades his car past crowds in front of 
Adelaide Town Hall. Picture: Advertiser Library. 
Source: Supplied 
 
Campbellôs record, unlike its legacy, was only 
fleeting. By December 11, less than five months 
after his Lake Eyre success, previously opposing 
regulatory federations agreed to open the record to 
any vehicle running on wheels. Campbell was al-
ready committed to becoming the first man to 
break both the land-speed and water speed records 
in the same year. 
 
He achieved the double on December 31, when he 
clocked 276.3mph (444.7km/h) at Lake Dumb-
leyung near Perth in his Bluebird K7 boat. 
Soon after, Campbell mapped out a three-year plan 
to build 
and race a 
rocket-
powered 
vehicle ca-
pable of 
840mph 
(1350km/
h) ð 
named 
Bluebird 
Mach 1.1. 
  
Campbell waves to fans on King William Street. 

Source: News Limited 
 
In a bid to publicise the record bid, he took one 
more shot at raising the water speed record, target-
ing 300mph (482km/h). His dream of piloting the 
Bluebird Mach 1.1 would never materialise. On 
January 4, 1967, on his return run at Englandôs 
Lake Consiton, Campbellôs Bluebird K7 boat 
flipped at an estimated 528km/h, instantly killing 
the speed ace. 

INCREASE IN MOTOR VEHICLE 
REGISTRATION FEE 

The following was sourced from the AOMC May 
journal.  
 
Light vehicle registration fees will rise by an ex-
tra $25 from 1 July 2014 to $270. A light vehicle 
is a car, motorcycle, motor trike or a truck that 
weighs 4.5 tonnes gross vehicle mass (GVM) or 
less. Existing concessions will continue to apply. 
Existing concessions include a 50 per cent dis-
count for pensioners, health care card holders, 
and primary production vehicles. Victoria's $270 
registration fee renewal for a standard family car 
will remain lower than other states such as New 
South Wales and Queensland. For example, reg-
istration fees on a 2013 Toyota Corolla Ascent 
are typically $330 in New South Wales and 
$328.90 in Queensland.  
 
Victoria is also competitive after taking into ac-

count compulsory third party insurance charges 

with total registration renewal costs on a 2013 

model Toyota Corolla Ascent around $745 in 

Victoria. By comparison, typical total registration 

renewal costs on the same vehicle in New South 

Wales and the ACT is over $900. Legislative 

amendments to give effect to these changes will 

be introduced into Parliament on Budget day. 
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Compliments....Ed Bourke. 
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NEW ZEALAND INVITE, JAN 2016 

The Vero International Festival of Historic Motoring 
is being held in Dunedin, New Zealand from the 15th 
ï 24th January 2016. 
 
Dunedin is a beautiful historic city with many attrac-
tions, and Otago has many scenic roads which are 
well suited to historic motoring, and if you have al-
ways wanted to visit New Zealand then what better 
time than now! 
 
This event will be the 10th International Rally held 
by the Vintage Car Club of New Zealand Inc. 
 
The festival has evolved over the years and there are 
now significant numbers of vintage motorcycles in-
volved. While we would love to have as many cars 
and bikes from overseas as possible, we understand 
there is a large cost involved so overseas participants 
are able to borrow cars or motorcycles from New 
Zealand members. To request this please visit our 
website www.historicmotoring.co.nz . Our Facebook 
is International Festival of Historic Motoring - Dune-
din, NZ 2016. 
 
Registrations for the event open 2nd February 2015 
and will be available online.  


